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Allies Pass Old Line inNew Push for Laon,Take 30 Towns and Hurl Foe OverAisne;British Advance 2 Miles on 10-Mile Front
Wilson Orders
Inquiry Into
Slacker Hunt;
Raids at End
Attorney General Is
Asked to Get Facts
of Raids Car¬
ried Out Here

Senate Action
Urged by Smoot

Department of Justice
Takes Blame for
Round-Up Con¬
ducted in City

Slacker raids in New York City
brought about yesterday the following
important developments:
1 President Wilson asked Attorney

General Gregory yesterday to re¬

port to him all the circumstances sur¬

rounding the hunt for draft dodgers
in New York.
9 After many protests in the Senate,

Senator Smoot introduced a reso¬

lution calling for an inquiry by the
Fenate Military Affairs Committee to
fix responsibility. Prompt action on

le resolution is expected to-day.
3 The Department of Justice as¬

sumed full responsibility for the
raids last night, in the person of A.
Bruce Bielaski, head of the depart¬
ment's bureau of investigation.
Reports to the Department of Justice

ndicated that about 1,400 draft dodgers
had been caught and 14,000 individuals
for whom local boards have been
.earching had been found.
A Charles F. De Woody, superintend¬

ent of the New York bureau of
the Department of Justice, said that

e Attorney General was responsible
id that, action was taken with the

BPDroval of the provost marshal gen-
oral.

"I will say," said Mr. De Woody,
hat it is justified even if only two
three slackers have been found."

f**^ It was estimated that 500,000 men

had been stopped and 30,000 ar-

¦este-i. I'nofficially it was ¡«aid that
the hunt was over.

Senate Is Stirred
By Strong Protests

Against Round-Up
Special Di patch In The Tribune)

WASHINGTON, Sept. 5.- President
Wilson this afternoon asked Attorney
General Gregory to send him a report
on all of the details of the spectacular
round-up of "slackers" and suspected

lacker:-" in New York City this week.
A. Bruce Bielaski, chief of the bureau

of investigation of the Department of
Justice, has taken full responsibility
for the round-up, it was learned to-
night. An official in the office of the
provost marshal general cooperated
with the Denartment of Justice in
planning the raids. No responsibility
as he»":» fixed for the employment of

naval and army forces.
"Since the enactment of the selective

service act," said an announcement by
the department, "agents of 'the Depart-
ment of Justice have cooperated with
'he military authorities in the appro-
hension of slackers. It is reported toi
the department 'that as a result of the
recent efforts along this line in and
about New York approximately 1.800
»en who had been unlawfully evading

itary service have been or are cer-
tain to be inducted into the army ana
over 14,000 others who were wanted by'heir local boards have been appre-«ended.

lo Make New Inquiry"An official of Une Department of
Justice is proceeding to New York to
inquire into alleged abuses of power in
Individual cases in connection with the
apprehension of these men."
The President'., action followed a

storm of protests which broke loose in
in" Senate to-day aeainst the raids and<"Hied in the introduction by Senator
moot, of Utah, of a resolution direct-

>"S 'he Military Affairs Committee to'
^ve«tigate and determine who was re-

Continued on page five

Newsdealers Win Fight
To Keep Their Licenses

Park Commissioner Restores
Right to Do Business to

John Williamson, Who Re¬
fused to Sell Unpatriotic
Papers and Appealed to
Court i

The newsdealers who are making war

on Hearst have won their fight to pre¬
vent Mayor Hylan from revoking their
licenses for that reason.

On August 22 Mr. Hylan ordered that
the licenses of all venders who refused
to sell Hearst papers be revoked. In
compliance with that order Acting Park
Commissioner William H. Muldoon, of
Brooklyn, served notice on John Will¬
iamson that his license to do business
in Borough Hall Park had been re¬

voked, and notified the police to see

that Williamson ceased to operate his
stand.

Yesterday, after Justice Lazansky, of
the Supreme. Court, had granted the
Corporation Counsel until this morning
to meet Williamson's demand for an

injunction to prevent the destruction
of his business, Lemuel Ely Quigg,
counsel for Williamson and his fellow
venders, was handed a letter notifying
him that the order to Williamson had
been withdrawn and that Williamson
was free to resume business as though jnothing had happened. i

Backdown Is Complete
The restoration of Williamson's li¬

cense was without strings or limita-
tions, and leaves him free now to pros-
ecute a suit against the city and against
William H. Muldoon. as an individual,
for interfering with his business. No
action will be taken against the police
who enforced Muldoon's order, Will-
iamson feeling that they acted under
orders and in good faith, as well as
with courteous consideration.

Williamson, who has been selling
papers from the sidewalk near his
stand, opened up the stand immediate¬
ly he was notified that the city had
quit in its effort to bulldoze the news¬
dealers into doing Hearst's will.
"They thought they could scare me,"

said Williamson, between sales to cus¬
tomers who were congratulating him on
his "return home," "but thçy have
seen their error. We're not the quit¬
ting kind.
"My next move, I expect, will be into

the army. There are four of us boys
who are in this next draft. We will
all waive exemption. When I come
back -that is, if I come back- I want
this stand and I think I will have it.
Anyway, when Í am licking Germans
over there I won't be feeling badly over
the thought that they licked us over'
here." |

Explanations Art« Lacking
No explanation of the right-about-

face of the administration was forth¬
coming from Mayor Hylan's office,
Neither did any come from Deputy
Park Commissioner Muldoon, nor his
immediate superior, William N. Har-
man, whose name is signed to the let¬
ter cancelling the order of Muldoon-
Muldoon has previously explained that
he was following orders. On behalf of
Commissioner Harman friends said
yesterday that he greatly regretted
Muldoon's action. Had he been in the]
city, they said, Williamson would not
have been interfered with. The aban-
donment of the attempt to fight Will¬
iamson's suit for an injunction followed
two adjournments granted at the re¬

quest of the Corporation Counsel on

the ground that, his office had not had
time to prepare a defence, though Lern-
uel Ely Quigg, Williamson's counsel,
was prepared at all times to argue his
case. It was apparent, however, that
the city's representative was having
difficulty in preparing a defence and
early in the week signals of distress
began to fly. These took the form of
intimations to Williamson that he
might have his license back and all
would be lovely if he were willing to
agree that it was all a misunder¬
standing.

Refused Any Compromise
The plaintiff, however, took the

ground that he would be satisfied with
nothing save the return of his license
rr the determination of the court of
last resort that he had no right to it.
This left the Corporation Counsel with
but one course to follow, and he fol-

Continued on last page

Newsdealers Warned
Of New Hearst Trick
The following notice has been sent

to all newsdealers:
It has come to our attention that

the Hearst crowd is resorting to a
new trick. Their agents are visit¬
ing neu'sdealers and asking them
to sign certain cards, the contents
of which arc known to us as un¬
true.
We warn you, therefore, not to

sign any slijis or cards whatever
brought to you by any agents, par¬
ticularly Hearst agents.

(Signed)
JOINT COMMITTEE NEWS¬
DEALERS' AND NEWSBOYS'
ASSOCIATIONS.

Joseph A. Sultan, Chairman.
The card to which this notice refers

reads as follows:
"On account of the unpatriotic

writing and utterances of The New
York Tribune I promise not to sell
this paper during the period of the
war."

Hertling Quits
As Chancellor,
London Hears
111 Health I3 Given as the
Cause of Resignation in

Munich Dispatch

LONDON, Sept. 6..Count George F.
von Hertling, the Imperial German
Chancellor, has resigned, giving bad
health as the cause for his retirement,
according to the Geneva correspondent
of "The Daily Express," quotiinr a dis¬
patch received in Geneva from Munich,
Bavaria.

AMSTERDAM, Stpt. 5.. In appeal¬
ing to the Constitutional Commit¬
tee of the Prussian upper houso
to fulfil the Emperor's pledge for re
form of the franchise-, Chancellor von

Hertling said that, in his honest con¬
viction, "with this serious question the
protection and the preservation of the
crown and the dynasty are at stake."
Count von Hertling's address was de

livered at the opening of the discussior
by the committee of the Prussian fran¬
chise reform question.
"The government," said the Chancel

lor, "considers that its task is to brinj.
to fulfilment the royal pledge ex

pressed in the July message.
"As all the sons of the Fatherlant

are defending the Fatherland, there is
now no question of social discrimina
tion at. the next election.
"The object is one which I undertool

to achieve when 1 accepted office an«
upon which I intend to stand or fall
but. it is no question of ministerial re
sponsibility in the ordinary política
sense. My honest, conviction is tha
with this serious question the protec
tion and the preservation of the crowi
and the dynasty are at stake.
"Therefore, endeavoring to find a roai

that leads to an understanding, the
government sees no possibility of ap
proving the bill in the form in whicl
it came from the Lower House. 1 full;
appreciate the scruples regarding th«
introduction of general, equal suffrage
but at the present, time these scruple
must give way to greater tasks, namely
the protection of the most preciou
treasures of our political life- th
dynasty and the crown. The governnient will exercise no pressure on you.

U. S. Aid "Vain Hope/
Ludendorff Declare*

AMSTERDAM. Sept. 5..That Amer¬
ican assistance will be a de¬

cisive factor in the war is a vain
hone on the part of the Entente, ac¬

cording to General Ludendorff. the
first quartermaster general of I he
German army, in a statement to the
Vienna newspapers.
General Ludendorff. however, ad,-

mitted that the Americans were ren¬

dering no inconsiderable assistance
to the Allies, both in men and ma¬
teria!.
"The French have always lived

upon hopes,'' said Ludendorff. "First
it was hopes of Russia; now it is

hopes of America. We settled withth
Russian steam roller; wc shall settle
with the Americans.
"Our will to victory remains un¬

broken. We shall break the enemy'
.will to annihilate."

M'Adoo Gives
Out Text of
Rail Contract

_
i

Government Refuses Con¬
cessions Requested in

General Schedule

Right to Litigate
For Losses Denied

Roads Saved From Losses!
in Operation, Director

Announces

WASHINGTON. Sept. 5..Terms of
the standard contract between the gov-
eminent, and railroads made public to-1
day by Director General McAdoo, after
months of negotiation with company!
representatives, show that most con¬

tentions of the Association of Railway
Security Holders have been denied.
These included the claim that rail- 1

road companies should be given the
right to litigate in court after the war

for losses on account of diversion of
business, and to appeal to courts from
decisions of the Interstate Commerce
Commission, acting as referee in dis-
pûtes over administrative questions. |
The contract now will be offered to

all roads under Federal control, and it
is believed most leading lines will
sign it.
Roads Saved by U. S., Says McAdoo
In a statement explaining the con-

tract the Director General expressed
the opinion that if railroads had been
under private control during the first
four months of this year they would
have lost í.136,11B.000 in operating in¬
come as compared with the correspond¬
ing period of the preceding year, and
$90,064,000 as compared with the aver-

age for those months of 1916, 1916 and
1917.
These conditions, together with the

necessity railroads would have faced
for raising wages and the difficulty of jborrowing money, said Mr. McAdoo,
"would probably have resulted in the
failure of some of the most important
railroad companies in the country to
meet their obligations under private
management."
The fact that railroads now are

guaranteed a fixed net income under}
Federal management and arc able to
borrow from the government for ncc- j
essary improvements, the director gen¬
eral said, "are fundamental things
which impress the great body of rail-
road investors and should make them
satisfied with the status as it now ex-
ists."

Mr. McAdoo characterized most ob-
jections of representatives of th.« As-
sociation of Railway Security Holders
fo the contract as "unreasonable,'' and
said he did not believe they represent-
cd views of railroad companies or se-

cuiity owners generally.
Final Action Taken

Final action on disputed points was

as follows:
The refusal to approve a provision

for litigation over damages on account
of diversion of traffic w*as by advice of
the Department of Justice. There is
nothing to prevent a company from

appealing to the Court of Claims, which
handles suits against the government,;
over disputed questions of the amount
of compensation due.
The objection to the provision rcquir-

ing a company to pay out of its compen«*
sation expenses necessary to bring run-
down property up to a condition of safe
operation was overruled.

The contention that a company's
compensation should riot be used to
pay its debts to the .government until
after customary dividends have been
paid, also was overruled.
The director-general agreed to strike

out, as urged hy company representa-
lives, the section requiring a railway
to turn over to the government, one
month's supply -f working capital
without interest.

Claim that the government should
pay corporate expenses of railway
companies was denied.

Railroads Are Not
To Be Coerced Into
Accepting Contracts

There is to bo no attempt to coree

the railroads into accepting the con¬
tract offered by the Federal govern¬
ment. Mr. McAdoo made that plain.
Any road, dissatisfied with the con-

Continued on last page

THE FOE'S NEW RETREAT

,_- « 1 '

In a new retreat yesterday on both sides of the Ailette the Germans
evacuated the shaded region (1) west of the Chemin des Dames. Pur¬
suing the fleeing enemy nort of the Vesle, the Franco-Americans reachedthe line of the Aisne, occupying the shaded area (2).

French Clear
Somme ßank
Of Gun Nests

Humbert's Soldiers Cross
at Epanancourt Only

After Fierce Fight
i

I By The Ansocialrd Prrn^l
WITH THE FRENCH ARMIES IN

THE FIELD. Sept. 5 (1:80 ». m.)
French reconnoitring parties to the
east of Soissons this morning advanced
to the river Aisne, north of Brenelle
and Chassemy.
Further east advanced elements

reached the canal lateral, which runs

along the south bank of the Aisne, and
are facing the positions on the north
bank, from which the Germans are fir¬
ing machine guns.
General Humbert's men crossed th«-

Somme at Epanacourt during the
night, occupying several points on the
east bank. Further south the advance
continued this morning with greater
facility 'than yesterday between th«
Oise and the Autrecourt Heights.
The passage of the Somme was effect¬

ed after a series of sharp engagement.-;
in which the. German mountain troop«)
contested vigorously every foot of
ground.
Hidden among the bullrushes and in

the hollows and dried beds of branches
of the river the Germans were able to

use their quick-firers effectively, com¬

pelling the pursuers now and again to
slow up their progress in order to turn
difficult positions. General Humbert's
men built foot bridges under the en¬

emy's lire. The first bridges were de¬
stroyed, together with their builders,
but. other men gallantly replaced those
killed and. facing a galling fire, con¬

tinued until pontoons and foot bridges
were thrown across the stream.
This work afforded numerous occa¬

sions for acts of the greatest heroism.
Among these acts may be mentioned
that of a French soldier, who, notwith¬
standing the fact that the river was

under the fire of German sharpshooters,
undertook the task of swimming to the
opposite side of the stream and bring¬
ing back a rowboat.

During the. trip across the soldier
dived time after time lo escape the
enemy bullets, but he braved an even
more dangerous tire while rowing back,
being an excellent target for the enemy
ambushed along the banks of the
stream.

Pluckily crossing the stream under
tire the French troops then attacked
the enemy in the marshes and weeds
and in all sorts of other hiding places-
en the opposite bank and finally took
the positions, which were nests of ma¬
chine guns, and pushed on toward the
Peronne-Ham road. Ham thus is
threatened from the north and out¬
flanked on the s uth.

726 Aircraft Downed
By Aliies Since Aug. 8

LONDON. Sept. 5..Four hun¬
dred and sixty-five enemy ma¬
chines have been destroyed and
200 disabled since the commence¬
ment of the offensive August 8,
according to an official statement
on aerial operation-:, to-night.
Sixty-one hostile balloons were

destroyed and 911 tons of bombs
were dropped on various targets.
Two hundred and sixteen Brit¬

ish machines are missing.

Yanks Pursue
Fleeing Huns
To Aisne Banks
French and American

Troops Close on Heels
of the Germans

{By The Associated Press)
WITH tIhE AMERICAN ARMY ON

THE AISNE FRONT, Sept. 5. -With the
exception of a few machine detach¬
ments, left to sacrifice themselves in an

effort to cover the retreat, the Germans
were on the north side of the Aisne to¬
night.
The American and French troops, who

have followed closely on the heels of
the enemy since the evacuation of the
V'eslc Valley began, were still in con¬

tact, harassing the rearguard and
hastening the movement of the whole
force.
Long before nightfall the Americans

had worked their way down into the
lowlands toward the Aisne, off thf
plateau from which they had been abb
to look over the next valley at th«:
cathedral towers in Laon, not. fifteen
miles away.

Must Defend Laon
It is at that point, where is locate«;

the heart of the present German opera
tions. Laon is a great communicator
centre, and must naturally be defendec
with the utmost determination if th«
Allied forces are to be prevented fron
driving back to it the German line
from west and south.
The retirement of the Germans to po

sitions north of the Aisne is regarde
as only preliminary to their reoccupa
tion of their old lines of defence aloiv
the Chemin des Dames. With their re

crossing of the Aisne the second phas
of the retreat from the Marne is endec

In the first they were driven bac
mile by mile, and desperate tightin
marked almost every bit of the terri
tory yielded. It was entirely différer
in this case. It wa:-, in fact, a strategi
retreat, and has cost comparatively lit
tic in men and munitions.

Cavalry Pursues Enemy
So steadily and rapidly was 'the with

drawa! of the Germans carried out tht
French cavalry was employed to-da
to maintain contact at one or tw
places, the cavalry also contributing t
the location of machine gun nests.
The Americans were at times sut

jected to a rather heavy artillery fir
especially while going over the platcai
For about two miles it was nccessar
for them to advance in the open ovc

high ground plainly visible to 'he Gei
man observer?. There was iittle cove
and both heavy and light artiller
swept the îonc, but with slight effe«
and without checking to any degre
the forward movement.
The French and American artiller

meanwhile, delivered a punitive tire d
rected against the villages and roai
beyond the Aisne and shelled the poin
where machine gun nests were locate
The clearing out of these nests was a

complished more by the artillery
fjii.- engagement than in previous ba
ties. These machine guns had be«
left by the Germans along a line a

mirably constructed. The usual ove

whelming number of automatics we
substituted for men, and these were

placed that never were they so f

j Continued on next page

Americans Drive
Up Steep Slopes
Above Soissons

In Face of Great Numbers of Machine Guns and
Fire From Airships Franco-American

Forces Clear Heights Beyond
the Vesle River

British Troops Penetrate
Well Beyond Canal du Nord

New Successes Are Achieved at Many Points
From Soissons to Rheims.General Re¬

treating Movement of Germans
Observed All Along the Line

The enemy yesterday afternoon started a new retreat onan eighteen-mile front from near the junction of the Oise andthe Ailette to the Aisne east of Soissons.
General Mangin's Franco-American Tenth Army pursuedthe foe relentlessly, driving into Coucy Forest three miles in thedirection of the St. Gobain Plateau, the great massif whichprotects Laon and is the principal bulwark of the German lineon the West front.
More than thirty villages were recaptured, including (Folembray, Coucy-le-Chateau and Coucy-Ie-Ville.The Allies penetrated far beyond the front they held lastwinter, reaching a point five-eighths of a mile south of Fresnes.Meanwhile, the retreat from the Vesle, begun the day be¬fore, continued. Paris announced the line of the Aisne is now-held from Conde to Vieil-Arcy. On the part of the front hereheld by American divisions the Germans are all beyond theAisne.
Between Soissons and Rheims the Allies pushed rapidlyafter the enemy, using caution to avoid machine gun nests.There was little resistance to their advance, the main bodyof the Germans having fallen back behind the Aisne.The British on both sides of Péronne fought their way for¬ward two miles beyond the Canal du Nord on a ten-mile front.Between Nuiiu and Athies, east of Péronne, the British

swung forward to near the heights between the two village.-,breaking down the stubborn resistance of the enemy'», rearguards and repulsing his repeated counter strokes at criticalpoints.
Northeast of Noyon General Humbert, pursuing his widegains of Wednesday, drove the enemy back on both sides ofHam.
North of Noyon the French crossed the Canal du Nord andthe Somme near Epanancourt under a withering enemy lire andsucceeded in establishing themselves in the marshes on the eastbank. Further south Pétain's men took the villages of Fretoyand Maucourt and outflanked the Germans in Ham.
In Flanders the British and Americans pushed forward fornew gains on both ¡sides of Armentières. Near Givenchy theadvancing Allies have reached the old winter battle line of1917-'18.

British Steadily Pushing Enemy
Back Behind the Hindenburg Line

(By The Associated Precs)
WITH THE BRITISH ARMY IN

FRANCE, Sept. 5 .', p. m.)..The effects
of the recent British successes are

hourly becoming more apparent. The
enemy is steadily, but surely, going
back*. Successive minor victories in
Flanders, the application of sustained
pressure in the battle /.one south of
the Scarpc, the exploitation of the ad¬
vances north of Péronne and the stead;,
bombardment from the British cannon

are all helping the general movement
The foe's retirement is being marked

by the usual destruction, for fires and
explosions are reported from various

section?, especially the area in front of
the Hindenburg line from the Bapaumc-
l.'ambrai line southward, where the
torch seems to have been freely used.

It looks as if the Germans here were

going behind the line with its great
system of corcrete dugouts ami de¬
fences. They are not in the habit of
destroying where they mean to stay,
and, bos:d(g?, the crushing defeat they
suffere«! when the Drocourt-Queant une
was smashed makes this ground exceed¬
ingly difficult, if not dangerous, to hold.

Desperate Defence on Somme
On the banks of the Somme, south

of Peronne, the enemy is manning his

machine gum and trench mortarsstrongly ar.«l firing heavily on the
crossings and their approaches, appar¬ently fearing a British attempt, to
cross.
At the ¡aine time the suburbs on

the southeastern outskirts of Prronne,where the German machine gunner*have also been holding out desperate-ly, have now been cleared of tha
enemy, so that the position of the
German- on the cast, bank of the
Somme is becoming increasingly pre¬
carious.
Along the banks of the Candi Du

Nord, ¡n the region north and south of
Inchy-en-Artois, strong German rein¬
forcements have come up and theyare holding in some places, especiallyback of Moeuvres, the western bank,with immense numbers of machine
guns. As yet they hav<- not been real¬ly attacked by the British in an;force. It is not at all unlikely, how
ever, that the Germans will try Uconsolidate their line in this local'';v. -ii the Hii denburg line at some pomfurl her i outh

Foe to Form New Line
I* wa* through a somewhat analo

gous situation that the DrocourtQu«»ant switchline was establish?
| after the enemy was forced back fro*the original Hindenburg line in frorof Arras. The old Hindenburg linitself does ne* run straight north an


